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Sign up to be a Polling Place Evaluator 

We are looking for volunteers to be polling place evaluators for the Baltimore County Board 

of  Elections at Early Voting sites and on the September 14 and November 2 Election Days. 

It takes approximately 45 minutes per polling place to observe and complete a form pre-

pared by the state Board of Elections. Please call Barbara Ensor (410-747-5382) if you 

would like to volunteer or if you would like more information. We will have training sessions 

on Tuesday, August 24 at 1 p.m. at the League office and on Wednesday, August 25 at 

9:30 a.m. at Charlestown Retirement Community  in Catonsville. 

 

 

Early Voting Sites 
Voting Hours: 10:00 am ð 8:00 pm 

Primary Election ð Friday September 3rd thru Thursday, September 9, 2010  

Dates include: Monday, September 6, 2010 (Labor Day)  

Dates exclude: Sunday, September 5, 2010 

General Election ð Friday, October 22nd thru Thursday, October 28, 2010 

Dates exclude: Sunday, October 24, 2010 

Bloomsbury Community Center  Honeygo Run Community Center 

106 Bloomsbury Avenue   9033 Honeygo Blvd. 

Catonsville, MD 21228   Perry Hall, MD 21128 

 

North Point Library    Randallstown Community Center 

1716 Merritt Blvd.     3505 Resource Drive  

Baltimore, MD 21222   Randallstown, MD 21133 

    Towson University, Administrations Building 

    7720 York Road 

    Towson, MD 21252 
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Co-Presidents' Letter 

  

As we enjoy the summer, our League Board is in òelection modeó.  Laurie Davis and Caroline Seamon 

have done a terrific job learning the new Interactive Voters Guide process, which was developed by the 

LWVUS and allows candidates to fill out their questionnaires online.  The online version of the Guide will 

be ready August 17th.  Log onto www.vote.lwvmd.org. 

We will serve as poll evaluators for the county Board of Elections during Early Voting, Primary Election 

Day September 14th and General Election Day November 2nd.  Please volunteer. It is a great way to 

participate in the election process and earn a little money for our League. 

Some of you attended our Dining with the League dinners last year. They were great! If you are inter-

ested in hosting one, please let us know. This involves choosing a theme, letting us know several 

months in advance so that we can publicize it, telling us how many people you want to accommodate 

(not including yourself), and preparing and hosting the meal. Many hosts have donated the cost of the 

meal to the League as a gift-in-kind. You can e-mail Tracy Miller at quita@comcast.net or leave a mes-

sage at the League office. Each dinner costs $30 per person to attend, which gives you a night out with 

fun and interesting people--and good food too! Watch The Voter for upcoming dinners, and then sign up. 

A gentle reminder to send in your membership dues if you have not already done so.  As you talk with 

your friends and colleagues this election season, tell them about our Voters Guide and invite them to 

join the League.  The more members we have, the stronger our organization is. 

We very much look forward to working together and with you. The Board has planned an exciting year of 

activities and lectures to enlighten members and potential new members. We look forward to seeing a 

lot of you---in all senses of that statement. 

 

Tracy Miller and Betsy Sexton 

 

 

Summer Office hours Monday-Thursday 9:30 - 1:15. 

http://www.vote.lwvmd.org
mailto:quita@comcast.net
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Getting the Word out about our Primary Election Voters Guide  

Does your neighborhood association send emails to members?   Ask them to 
let their members know that The Baltimore County League of Women Voters 

Primary Voters Guide  will be available:  

 Online August  17 th  at www.vote.lwvmd.org  

 Thursday, Sept. 2 as an insert in the  Patuxent Publishing Companyõs 

Owings Mills Times, Towson Times and  Belair Road Booster  

 In all county library branches on or about September 2 nd . 

 NATIONAL PROGRAM Items for 2010 -2012 Approved at June Convention  

 

A study of the Federal Role in Public Education.  The study would focus on the role of the 

federal government in education policymaking, with possible consideration of funding, com-

mon standards and/or governance relationships among all levels of the government.  

A study of Privatization: the policy agenda to transfer government functions, services 

and assets to the private sector. 

Adoption of concurrence with the LWVMD & LWVME position on Marriage Equality 

to be added to the Equality of Opportunity position:  The League of Women Voters of the 

United States supports equal rights for all under state and federal law. LWVUS supports leg-

islation to equalize the legal rights, obligations, and benefits available to same-gender couples 

with those available to heterosexual couples. LWVUS supports legislation to permit same-

gender couples to marry under civil law. The League believes that the civil status of marriage 

is already clearly distinguished from the religious institution of marriage and that religious 

rights will be preserved. 

Adoption of concurrence, that the following words be added as the third sentence to the 

LWVUS position on selection of the president:  "We support the use of the National Popu-

lar Vote Compact as one acceptable way to achieve the goal of the direct popular vote 

for election of the president until the abolition of the Electoral College is accomplished.ò 

http://www.vote.lwvmd.org
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Nuclear Posture Review Report  

 Ruth Smith, UN/International Affairs Committee 

Nuclear weapon issues have received considerable press this spring.  In early April, the leaders of 

the U.S. and Russia signed a new Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START). The new agreement 

will reduce the warheads of both countries by about 30%.  Before it can take effect, it must be rati-

fied by the U.S. Senate and by both chambers of the Russian Parliament.  On April 12-13, President 

Obama gathered 47 heads of state in D.C. and urged them to improve nuclear security by taking 

steps to reduce the risk of terrorists obtaining nuclear materials and weapons. Then in May, the Nu-

clear Nonproliferation Treaty Review took place at the UN. After considerable discussion, the 189 

members agreed to work toward a Weapons of Mass Destruction - Free Middle East. They agreed to 

hold a conference in the region in 2012 to be attended by all Middle East States.  On the issue of nu-

clear disarmament on the part of the five declared nuclear states (U.S., Russia, France, China, and 

United Kingdom), there was little significant progress.  The five parties agreed to simply "accelerate 

concrete progress" toward reducing their stockpiles.  

Another nuclear weapons related event that did not receive much press, was the April 6 issuing by 

the U.S. of the Obama administration's Nuclear Posture Review (NPR).  This document, although 

not binding, does seek to clarify the current stance of the U.S. on nuclear issues.  

A few days after its release, I had the opportunity to attend a Carnegie Endowment forum devoted to 

examining the newly released NPR.  The first speaker was Gary Samore, White House Coordinator 

for the Prevention of WMD Proliferation and Terrorism and Principal Advisor to the President on all 

matters relating to arms control.  He outlined the major points in the NPR and then took numerous 

and often pointed questions from the audience.  

Samore noted that the document narrows the circumstances under which the U.S. would use nuclear 

weapons, but that the document does not announce a no-first-use policy as some had hoped. 

 What it does do is address several audiences. First, it assures all non-nuclear countries in compli-

ance with their Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty commitments that the U.S. will never use nuclear 

weapons against them even if these countries attack the U.S. with chemical and/or current forms of 

biological weapons. These states were also assured that the U.S. would continue to maintain suffi-

cient nuclear capabilities and presence to protect them. Samore said that the U.S. is committed to 

maintaining its nuclear stockpile through refurbishment, reuse, and replacement so that these states 

can be assured that the nuclear umbrella we provide for them will remain strong.  It also reassures 

these states that any further nuclear reductions beyond those agreed to in the new START treaty will 

only be taken if we are sure we can continue to provide them with full protection. 

In other words, the U.S. is sending a message to all non-nuclear weapon states in  compliance with 

their  Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty requirements, that it is in their best interests to remain  non-

nuclear nations.  The U.S. will protect them from nuclear attack by others and, in addition, they 

will  have nothing to fear from the US's nuclear arsenal.  Most importantly, the document makes very 

clear that those countries not in compliance with the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty do not have 

these protections.  

Samore said the statement was crafted to exclude North Korea and Iran from these reassurances.  A 

reporter asked if this means that in a scenario in which Israel attacks Iran and Iran responds by at-

(Continued on page 5) 
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tacking Israel with conventional weapons, the U.S. might consider mounting a  nuclear attack against 

Iran. Samore did not give a direct answer but just repeated that those not in compliance are not pro-

tected.  

With respect to the nuclear countries of China, France, and Britain, the NPR refrains from suggesting 

that they reduce their nuclear weapons. Their stocks are so small in comparison to those of Russia and 

the U.S., that it would be unfair to suggest they reduce their stocks at this time.  The NPR did indicate 

that the U.S. would welcome greater nuclear transparency on the part of China. In turn, the U.S. would 

like to have the opportunity of explaining its own position more fully to the Chinese government. 

Samore closed by saying that thus far most countries have responded positively to the NPR except, of 

course, Iran.  North Korea responded by saying it would join the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty but 

only as a nuclear state.  Samore indicated that the U.S. would not accept that.  He said the U.S. will 

only accept North Korea's membership in the treaty if it becomes a non-nuclear state.    

NOTE:  To see relevant LWVUS positions, go to www.lwv.org.  Then, in the search box, enter: State-

ment of Position on Arms Control.  ATTN: this position was modified by concurrence at the 2010 

LWV annual convention - it may take some time for these changes to appear on the website. You may 

also want to see the League's position on nuclear deterrence. It can be found by again going to the 

search box and entering: Statement of Position on Military Policy and Defense Spending 1986.  

(Continued from page 4) 

Valleys Planning Council Award       

Becky Rigger,  Land Use Committee 
 

The American Planning Association has se-
lected The Plan for the Valleys (now known as 
The Valleys Planning Council) as the recipient of 
its 2010 National Planning Excellence Award for 
a Planning Landmark.  The Plan was selected 
for its efforts to protect the Green Spring and 
Worthington Valleys from rapid urbanization in 
the 1960's. 
 
In making the award, APA Board Director Marie 
York, said that "The Plan for the Valleys was 
truly a breakthrough document for its time".  Bal-
timore County was one of the first jurisdictions in 
the country to use urban growth boundaries and 
conservation design as a method for controlling 
sprawl and directing growth away from sensitive 
landscapes. The results include:  
 
Resource Conservation Zones designed to pro-
tect farmland and natural resources 
Over 50,000 acres of land in permanent protec-
tion under conservation easements and 

the creation of an Urban-Rural Demarcation 
Line (URDL) restricting water and sewer service 
to urban areas. 
 
Today, 90 per cent of Baltimore County's popu-
lation lives inside the growth area (served by 
water and sewer) occupying a third of the land, 
while 10 per cent of the population lives outside 
the boundary in the rural area (no water or 
sewer) occupying two thirds of the land area. 
 
The Plan for the Valleys is still very much appre-
ciated by land use and environmental planners", 
said Teresa Moore, Executive Director of the 
Valleys Planning Council.  "The success of the 
plan is readily visible to anyone passing through 
the area." 
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Baltimore County Center for Maryland Agriculture 

Becky Rigger, Land Use Committee 
 
The Baltimore County Center for Maryland Agriculture is a $10 million facility designed to preserve and 
foster growth in the County's important agricultural sector. It will serve as an educational resource center 
for farmers and the public, offering recreational opportunities and conserving valuable open space.  The 
149 acre center and park complex will be completed in the next few months.  It is located on Shawan Road 
across from the Oregon Ridge Park. 
 
 The facility was developed by Baltimore County with oversight from the Agriculture Center Steering Com-
mittee and input from the Maryland Agricultural Resource Council, trade groups, community organizations, 
and preservation interests, state representatives, and Center occupants.  County Executive Jim Smith has 
named Chris McCollum as Executive Director. 
 
(Excerpted from  www.baltimorecountymd.gov  News) 

Sign Up for the LWVUS E-Voice Newsletter 

Members with email can sign up for the E-Voice Newsletter published monthly by LWVUS. To view the 

June 2010 issue, click on the ñLibraryò drop-down icon on the LWV.org home page.  You can sign up on 

the E-Voice Newsletter page of the ñLibraryò section. 

The June issue contains information on the Leagueôs 2010 High School Voter Registration Project and the 

Immigration Action described below: 

 The League of Women Voters of Arizona and the League of Women Voters of the U.S. joined a 

lawsuit challenging the new immigration law SB 1070 in Arizona. The amicus brief states the law will 

"subject United States citizens and legal residents who are members of racial and ethnic minority groups, 

and particularly those who may be perceived to be somehow 'foreign,' to the disruption, stress, and hu-

miliation of detention and interrogation." Former national League president Mary Wilson says she is disap-

pointed to see the Arizona state legislature and governor ñturn their backs on fundamental civil rights.ò 

*DUES REMINDER* 

Please renew your League membership by sending in your dues right 

away.  Member $60 Household (2) $110.  We will be preparing our 

new Directory in September and we want to include everyone!  Thank 

you to all who have already renewed. 

http://www.baltimorecountymd.gov
http://www.lwv.org/AM/Template.cfm?Template=/CM/ContentDisplay.cfm&ContentID=15562
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Tuesday, July 27, Not in My Neighborhood by Antero 

Pietila, former Baltimore Sun overseas bureau chief and 

editorial board member - at Bev Winter's home (410-583-

2356)  

 

Tuesday, August 24, The Help by Kathryn Stockett - at 

Betsy Sexton's home (410-821-5014)  

 

Tuesday, September 28 Stones into Schools by Greg Mort-

enson - at Marjie Slater-Kaplan's home (410-486-7772) 

ALL  

MEETINGS 

AT 

7:30 P.M. 

LEAGUE BOOK GROUP  


