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We Celebrate Our  

Seven Baltimore  

County  

50 Year League  

Members  
 

Marguerite Baker, Ethel Berney, Bert Booth, 

Whitty Cuninggim, Carolyn Fitzgerald, Julia 

Metcalf and Suzanne Schlenger 

 
 When you read their bios in this issue of the 

Voter, you will be inspired by our honoreesõ wonderful 

contributions to the League and their communities.  

These bios are included in a commemorative booklet  

honoring all the Maryland Leagueõs 50 year members. 

 

 Please call the state League office (410 -269-0232) 

if you would like to purchase one.  
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WHITTY CUNINGGIM joined the Dallas League in the 1950s when she was 

the mother of three young children.  When asked why she joined the League she told a 

friend, ñAt the time, I was looking for an objective discussion in government matters 

and I found that the League of Women Voters offered a fairer debate that included 

womenôs issues.ò She remained active during her familyôs subsequent moves to St. 

Louis, Winston-Salem and Baltimore County, where she was co-chair of the Education 

Committee and an observer of the Maryland State Board of Education. 

Whitty was not able to participate in a long interview, but her friend Marlene told us 

that Whittyôs memoir mentions a woman named Edna Gellhorn whom Whitty knew in 

St. Louis.  Whitty described Edna as ñone of the greatest women it was my privilege to 

know.ò Edna Gellhorn was active in the womenôs suffrage movement, and she was a 

founder and 1st Vice-president of the National League of Women Voters!  Edna champi-

oned causes that were near and dear to Whitty, such as improved educational facilities, 

elimination of child labor and improved election laws. 

Two of Whittyôs children remember that early on the day their youngest sister was born 

they had a babysitter, ñsince mom was at the League of Women Votersò.  They also 

recall that their father religiously took their motherôs LWV membership as a tax deduction ñbecause it SHOULD have been 

tax deductible.ò 

One of Whittyôs children wrote, ñI can say for sure she has great respect for the League and its mission and she has always 

been a loyal supporter of its work and its commitment to advocating for the best of democratic values and allowing varied 

perspectives on important national political issues to be heard through a collective female voice.  She believed one should 

be deeply connected to oneôs community and found like minds and hearts at the Leagueò. 

 

 JULIA METCALF, a League member for 63 years, vividly recalls a run-in with Con-

gressman Dutch Ruppersberger, who, as Baltimore County Council chair, scolded Julie for 

voicing an opinion, claiming LWV should not take positions. 

ñHe was furious and I was furious and heôs a lot bigger than I am,ò she said. ñI said, ówhat do 

you think Iôm doing here? Of course we take positions, but only after very careful study. 

What we donôt do is back candidates,ôò she explained.  

Now 93, and widely known as instrumental in the development of Oregon Ridge, Julie was 

for many years the voice of the League at County Council meetings, as well as the voice of 

the Maryland Environmental Trust, the Maryland State Planning Commission and other en-

vironmental groups. 

Assigned to serve as League observer at meetings of the Board of Recreation and Parks, she 

complained that it was violating the law.  ñThey were supposed to have three environmental 

members on the board, and they had one, so I read to them what the law said,ò she explained.  Shortly thereafter Julie was 

appointed to the Board, on which she served for 13 years.  She was a founding mem-

ber of the Towson Chapter of the Maryland Environmental Trust and served for 

many years on the Maryland State Planning Commission.   

Julie, who holds bachelors and masters degrees in chemistry, joined the League in 

1946 when her husband became professor of organic chemistry at Johns Hopkins.  

Describing herself as a ñprofessional volunteer,ò she decided the best way to learn 

about Maryland and meet people was to join the League.  Also active in Girl Scout-

ing, she has two daughters both of whom hold high-profile positions in Washington.  
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SUZANNE SCHLENGER (Sue), an eight- year state board member 

and two-time president of the Baltimore County League, joined LWV when 

ñKnow Your Countyò studies were underway, and when babies in diapers 

attended meetings, unless husbands agreed to ñsit.ò   

That was 1955.  But Sue already knew LWV well, as the daughter of a 

NYC Leaguer and the great niece of a librarian and protester, whom she 

calls a ñquasi-suffragette.ò   

Finding voting, registration and election issues of most interest, Sueôs first 

board position was Voters Service chair. But she also helped put together 

the ñKnow Your Countyò booklet when the County League was spinning 

off from the City, worked on the charter study (including an issue last year) 

and ran Towson tours of the jail and the courthouse.  

ñThe old courthouse is right out of To Kill a Mockingbird,ò she said, ñand those being tried were often marched there in 

shackles from the old jail. And from the big windows you could look out and see the rooming houses where the lawyers and 

witnesses stayed.ò  

Except for a three year hiatus when husband Jack was struggling with bone 

cancer, to which he eventually lost a leg, Sue served on the County Board.  She 

also raised three daughters and involved herself in myriad activities and phi-

lanthropies as the spouse of a  prominent lawyer.  She met Jack on a boat trip 

to Europe.  She had just graduated from Allegheny College and he was at Yale 

Law.       

On the state board Sue chaired fund raising, public relations and organized 30 

embassy tours. 

Now widowed Sue lives at Broadmead, a retirement community, which is 

home to four Golden Gala honorees, and 29 current Leaguers, including three 

County League past presidents. Sue, ever active, chairs Broadmeadôs General 

Program Committee. 

  

When ETHEL BERNEY joined the League as a young married woman, she joined a unit 

that met at the Pikesville Library in Baltimore County. As women from neighborhoods farther 

afield became active, Ethelôs home became a hub for 25-30 members in a new Owings Mills 

unit. At their yearly covered dish socials, 60-80 people would attend, including husbands and 

children. 

Education was Ethelôs principal area of interest in 

League. A local Education Study led to the crea-

tion of the Baltimore County School Board Nomi-

nating Convention. At the recommendation of a 

League friend, Ethel became one of three candi-

dates whose names were presented to the gover-

nor.  She was appointed and served on the Balti-

more County Board of Education for 14 years. 

Ethel is proud that public school kindergarten ï the main issue in her platform ï 

was introduced county-wide early in her school board tenure. During this period, 

Ethel also served for six years on the Baltimore County Board of Community 

Colleges. 

Ethel served on numerous additional boards in the Baltimore area, including 

Greater Baltimore Medical Center, The Baltimore Museum of Art, Planned Par-


